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republic (Mecklcnburg-Schwerin and Meek-
lenburg-Strelitz), lying south of the Baltic
Sea; combined area, 6,266 sq. m. Agriculture
is the most important industry, and the lead-
ing crops are rye, oats, wheat, sugar beets and
potatoes. Sugar and starch factories, brew-
eries and distilleries, and machinery and brick
establishments are other leading industries.
The capital of Mecklenburg-Schwerin is
Schwerin; of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Neustre-
litz; p. Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 675,000;
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, 110,000.

Mecklenburg Declaration of Independ-
ence, in American history a series of resolu-
tions, said to have been passed on May 20,

1775,  at a meeting in Mecklenburg co., N. C.,
asserting the independence of the inhabitants
of the  county  from  British  rule and first
published   (from  memory)   in   1819. Their
authenticity was early questioned, and has
given rise to much controversy.

Medal, a circular piece of metal issued to
record or commemorate an event or a per-
son. It is usually embellished with devices
and inscriptions representative, symbolical,
or connected with its particular purpose.
Almost invariably a medal is decorated on
both sides. Probably the first distinct series of
medals in the modern sense are the Roman
medallions issued between the first and the
middle of the 4th century. They are usually
in bronze, though a few in the precious
metals have been found, and like the contem-
porary copper money of Rome, were struck
from engraved dies. An international medalic
exhibition, held in New York in March, 1910,
showed an awakened interest in the subject.
Consult Head's Synopsis of British Museum,
Department of Coins and Medals (1881);
American Numismatic Society's Catalogue of
the International Medallic Exhibition (1910).

Medal of Honor, Congressional, ac-
cording to existing laws is awarded by the
President of the United States, in the name
of Congress, to such person who, while an
officer or enlisted man of the United States
military or naval forces, shall in action in-
volving actual contact with an enemy dis-
tinguish himself conspicuously by gallantry
and intrepidity at the risk of his life, above
and beyond the call of duty. On March 25,

1776,  the Continental Congress voted that a
gold  medal  be  awarded  to  Gen.  George
Washington, for the retaking of Boston. The
first Army Medal of Honor was issued by
and under the authority of the provisions of
a resolution of Congress approved July 12,
1862, this giving the United States a military

equivalent to the Victoria Cross of England
and the Iron Cross of Prussia. Ninety Med-
als of Honor were awarded to American sold-
iers for services rendered during the World
War. Six were bestowed upon the Unknown
Soldiers of the British, the French, the Bel-
gian, the Italian, the Roumanian and the
American Armies, and were laid upon their
graves. See also MILITARY MEDALS AND DEC-
ORATIONS.
Medals of Honor, Foreign. See Orders
of Knighthood; Military Medals and
Decorations.
Medellin, chief town, Colombia, South
America, in the department of Antioquia;
150 m. n.w. of Bogotd. It is a well built
town. Gold, silver, coffee, and hides are
exported; p. 120,440.
Medford, city, Massachusetts, 5 m.n.w. of
Boston, of which it is a residential suburb
It is the seat of Tufts College; p. 63,083.
Media, ancient country of Asia, s. of the
Caspian Sea, in modern Persia. Its kings ap-
pear first as vassals of Assyria. About 700
B.C. Deioces threw off the Assyrian yoke. Cy-
axares extended the rule of Media west as far
as the Halys. Cyaxares' successor Astyages
(585-549 B.C.) , was overthrown which trans-
ferred the power of the united Medes and
Persians to the Persian section and its ruler
Cyrus. Henceforward the history of Media is
that of Persia. See PERSIA.
Medical Association, American, a na-
tional society of physicians, founded in 1847,
to raise the standard of medical education in
the United States. Its present membership is
more than 98,000. Its purposes are to promote
the science and art of medicine; to organize
the medical profession and safeguard its in-
terests; to elevate the standard of medical
education and practice; to bring about the
enactment of uniform legislation for the pub-
lic welfare; and to protect public health and
form public opinion in regard to problems of
hygiene. The association publishes Tfa
Journal of the American Medical Association
and five other scientific journals.
Medical Care, Cost of. In 1932 a report
was presented by the Committee on the Cost
of Medical Care which embodied five years
of research into the economics of medicine.
The committee, headed by Dr. Ray Lyman
Wilbur, was supported by eight well-known
foundations. It recommended the formation
of community and State medical centers sup-
ported by insurance or taxation and dealing
with both the prophylactic and therapeutic
aspects of community health.